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confidence in the United States in +h P nrfS+oIL Z u Jff a11 ' the ^ ha ^e complete 

diplomacy. The essential thi'g was tharSer^be^^B^il S 1 hould *" «W^ to 
mation. The Federal Republic UlcLise Sfl « n 7? Ual «<*ange of infor- 
be expected to keep theUnited StaSs MlJ infoS m "ST"' and Should ^^ U> 
opposed to procedures which needlessly SpUcfS Ihe a^iSS t , Said he ?" » 

-hinery of diplomacy. !t was well ^^n^^^ Q 
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^formulation existed in the United States as in other Western countries. The I 

problem of coordination when fifteen countries were involved, as in NATO, inevi- ' 
Lably resulted in frozen positions and left little scope for give and take. There- 
fore, he believed that political consultation within NATO should be limited to the 
broad outlines and not attempt to go into details. 

The Under Secretary commented that, 1 as far as the Soviets were concerned, 
only a few leaders could actually carry on meaningful political discussions. The 
Soviet frnbassadors, for example, were generally strictly limited as to their dis- 
cretion. Khrushchev tended to keep things pretty close to himself. We assume, of 
course, that Hikoyan has a considerable amount of latitude. Mr. Erler referred 
to the story told by Senator Humphrey that, on Khrushchev' s desk in the Kremlin, 
Wiere are six. buttons, two of them marked Mikoyan, one to reach him in his office 
and one in his home. Mr. Erler also told the story of how, when queried about 
his late working habits during the Stalin period, Mikoyan said that one reason he 
worked so late was that he had to spend so much time with Stalin. When asked what 
the two of them did together, he responded that they spent their time thinkine of 
new ways of insulting the Russians. 

In response to Mr. Erler' s question as to what we now envisaged happening 
on the Berlin problem, the Under Secretary responded that firm predictions would 
be foolish at this time. To judge from a few externals, the Soviets appeared 
m?SS«^ + Ma S i°- ta i k *-,, Th 7 We ^ e aPP^tty attempting to persuade us that we 
misunderstood their Berlin demands as an ultimatum. When Mr. Erler commented 
that therefore the wording of the Allied reply to the Soviet note of November 27 
was well chosen, and asked what would be the topics of such talks, the Under 
?> 0X £Sl fla i d i it | H 2 ld PJ* e ^ mabl y be Berlin ^ the context of the German question. 
hi. Erler asked whether the European security issue would arise. The Under 
Secretary said almost inevitably. The Soviets always talk in terms of some 
measure of disengagement. The nuclear rearmament of the Federal Republic was 
feared by the Soviets almost more than any other single thing. Mr. Erler said he 
agreed with the latter judgment, and added that in the period to come the West 
must carefully study what can be done in this field. 

t The Under Secretary said the picture was terribly confused as to how the 
boviets, in terms of their own thinking, envisaged a confederation of East and 
nSv ^rT y taki + ne Pla0e 'u ? hen P ° talam was ^° la ^d by the Soviets, the economic 
exier+PH fh* ^p* 7 "1 Shattered « " was difficult to understand how they 
expected the two Germanics to hang together with two such differing systems. 
sT^tMc 8 ™ iH e - C0X \ d n0t aC °f?} the conf ed ^ation concept in its literal form, 
rt 1 " %r U u f lvol f recognition of two or perhaps three separate regimes in 
Germany. The West must find out the real meaning of this concept. The term, it- 
self, was not conclusive, sirce Switzerland, after all, was called the Swiss 

S^SriSrf (C °? federatl ^ He J Vetioa) ' *"« n ° ° ne had «* °Se"?ions 2 1 a system 
nart or Sp I T* T" 7 * Th T forthcomin g ™™^° will require much work on the 
Z^?f a+ tern ^ 7erS * Jt was obvl °w s that, if there were to be German 

ZS i,v^r\ eVerything . in EaSt Germany could not be u P ro °t*d overnight!lhere 
7Ei? I V° b 1 an acce P tance of certain of the institutions which had grown up 

iLStion^ 8 ?? : ? eWe , n ° + ted that the German Govei ™ e <* had already taS-Hhe* 
position that it was ready to preserve the system in East Germany in some respects. 

| Mr. Erler I 

•flOJhrr 

K^WUUCED AT |Hh NATIONAL ARCHIVES 



3 



| Mr. Erler added that the essential principle was to assure that no internal 1 

changes would take place without the consent of the population freely expressed ' 

Sueht r Secretary comented that theae wei ' e **™S£ ««*« ^SSjS^!!!^' 

ies?s of°fp* f ' E r L6r f" that liiS im P re ^°" was that cessation of nucSS 
dinger inX «1^ *??* f °f a * reement *" the next few months. He saw a greaT 
u5£ diJtJ orf ^it° n wf " many P° wer ^- in ^ding small irresponsible ones 
»rr»L +h f +u ' mlBht ^^ P° sse0s i°n of atomic weapons. The Under Secretary- 
Inlltt^t thS P r °! peCt 0f fisB i°™ble materials in explosive f orm beinf 
scattered throughout the world was indeed a depressing ope. g 
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